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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections ■ 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

1 . Claims 1 ,3,5 and 7-23 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 02(b) as being anticipated 
by Malik et al. U.S. Pat. No. 5,832,503. 

2. As to claim 1, Malik et al. teach method comprising: 

configuring a first set of distributed discovery processes in accordance with a first 
set of configuration parameters (items 20 and 22; fig. 1; col. 2, lines 13-49); 

initiating the first set of distributed discovery processes for discovering physical 
resources within the distributed data processing system (items 24 and 26; fig. 1 ; col. 2, 
lines 13-49); 

analyzing status information that is generated by the first set of distributed 
discovery processes (item 28; fig. 1; col. 9, lines 25-35); 

modifying a second set of configuration parameters in response to the analyzed 
status information (item 30; fig. 1 ; col. 7, lines 7-58); and 
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initiating a second set of distributed discovery processes for discovering physical 
resources within the distributed data processing system in accordance with the modified 
second set of configuration parameters (items 32 and 34; fig. 1 ; col. 7, lines 7-58). 

3. As to claim 3, Malik et al. teach apparatus comprising: 

means for configuring a first set of distributed discovery processes in accordance 
with a first set of configuration parameters (items 20 and 22; fig. 1; col. 2, lines 13-49); 

means for initiating the first set of distributed discovery processes for discovering 
physical resources within the distributed data processing system (items 24 and 26; fig.1; 
col. 2, lines 13-49); 

means for analyzing status information that is generated by the first set of 
distributed discovery processes (item 28; fig. 1; col. 9, lines 25-35); 

means for modifying a second set of configuration parameters in response to the 
analyzed status information (item 30; fig. 1; col. 7, lines 7-58); and 

means for initiating a second set of distributed discovery processes for 
discovering physical resources within the distributed data processing system in 
accordance with the modified second set of configuration parameters (items 32 and 34; 
fig. 1; col. 7, lines 7-58). 
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4. As to claim 5, Malik et al. teach computer program product comprising: 

instructions for configuring a first set of distributed discovery processes in 
accordance with a first set of configuration parameters (items 20 and 22; fig. 1; col. 2, 
lines 13-49); 

instructions for initiating the first set of distributed discovery processes for 
discovering physical resources within the distributed data processing system (items 24 
and 26; fig.1; col. 2, lines 13-49); 

instructions for analyzing status information that is generated by the first set of 
distributed discovery processes (item 28; fig. 1; col. 9, lines 25-35); 

instructions for modifying a second set of configuration parameters in response 
to the analyzed status information (item 30; fig. 1; col. 7, lines 7-58); and 

instructions for initiating a second set of distributed discovery processes for 
discovering physical resources within the distributed data processing system in 
accordance with the modified second set of configuration parameters (items 32 and 34; 
fig. 1; col. 7, lines 7-58). 



5. As to claim 7, Malik et al. teach method further comprising: 

representing discovered physical resources within a set of scopes (i.e. template), 
wherein a scope comprises a logical organization of networks (col. 3, lines 13-25; col. 3, 
line 43 - col. 4, line 60); and 

associating each scope with a management customer (inherent; col. 3, lines 13- 
25; col. 3, line 43 - col. 4, line 60). 
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6. As to claim 8, Malik et al. teach method wherein the first set of distributed 
discovery processes is initiated by a service provider that manages networks on behalf 
of plurality of management customers (col. 7, line 58 - col. 8, line 59). 



7. As to claim 9, Malik et al. teach method wherein a second set of distributed 
discovery processes is initiated by a management customer (i.e. user; col. 1, lines 16- 
35). 



8. As to claim 10, Malik et al. teach method wherein each discovery process 
uniquely executes in conjunction with an Object Request Broker (ORB) (i.e. event- 
triggered configuration (col. 5, line 38 - col. 6, line 53). 



9. As to claim 1 1 , Malik et al. teach method further comprising: 

configuring a set of customer-specified configuration parameters (col. 7, line 58- 
col. 8, line 21); and 

executing the second set of distributed discovery processes in accordance with 
the set of customer-specified configuration parameters (col. 8, line 61 - col. 9, line 35). 
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10. As to claim 12, Malik et al. teach method further comprising: 

modifying the set of customer-specified configuration parameters (col. 7, line 58 
-col. 8, line 21); and 

in response to modifying the set of customer-specified configuration parameters, 
modifying the second set of configuration parameters (col. 8, line 61 - col. 9, line 35; 
items 32, 34; fig. 1; fig. 5). 

11. As to claim 1 3, Malik et al. teach method further comprising: 
generating the second set of configuration parameters for use in initializing 

networks of a first management customer (col. 8, line 61 - col. 9, line 35); and 

copying the second set of configuration parameters for use in initializing networks 
of a second management customer (items 85, 86; fig. 5). 

1 2. Claims 1 4-20 are apparatus claims of method claims 7-1 3. Malik et al. teach 
method as set forth in claims 7-13. Therefore, Malik et al. also teach apparatus as set 
forth in claims 14-20. 

13. Claims 21-23 are computer program product of method claims 7-9. Malik et al. 
teach method as set forth in claims 7-9. Therefore, Malik et al. also teach computer 
program product as set forth in claims 21-23. 
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14. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Mohammad O. Farooq whose telephone number is 
(571) 272-4144. The examiner can normally be reached on 9:00am - 5:30pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Jeffrey A. Gaffin can be reached on (571) 272-4146. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). f] J H /* / 
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